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she had hitherto held and exercised, still he could not look
upon this day as a day of humiliation to her; she \vas giving
up what it was just she should give up ; and in so doing, she
was offering a sacrifice to justice: fear, he declared, was out
of the question. He said he entertained no gloomy thoughts
with respect to Ireland: he had not a doubt but she would
be satisfied with the manner in which England was about to
comply with her demands; and that in affection, as well as
in interest, they would be but one people. If any man
entertained gloomy ideas, he desired him to look at the
concluding paragraph of the Irish addresses, where he
would find, that the Irish people and Parliament were filled
with the most earnest desire to support England, to have
the same enemy and the same friend, in a word, to stand or
fall with England. He desired gentlemen to look forward
to that happy period, when Ireland should experience the
blessings that attend freedom of trade and constitution ;
when by the richness and fertility of her soil, the industry of
her manufacturers, and the increase of her population, she
should become a powerful country; then might England
look for powerful assistance in seamen to man her fleets, and
soldiers to fight her battles, England renouncing all right
to legislate for Ireland, the latter would most cordially
support the former as a friend whom she loved; If this
country, on the other hand, was to assume the powers of
making laws for Ireland, she must only make an enemy
instead of a friend ; for where there was not a community of
interests3 and a mutual regard for those interests, there the
party whose interests were sacrificed became an enemy. The
intestine divisions of Ireland were no more; the religious
prejudices of the age were forgotten, and the Roman
Catholics being restored to the rights of men and citizens,
would become an accession of strength and wealth to the
empire at large, instead of being a burthen to the land that
bore them."I
The governing principle of Fox's conduct in making the
1 Speeches, vol. ii. pp. 64, 65.